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Keeping in Contact: Every household connected to the Church is 
now allocated to one of 14 Area Pastoral Teams. Magazines are 
delivered four times a year and visits are arranged to suit members 
and elders/visitors. If you want to contact them at other times 
please phone the Office on 01577 862570 between 10am and
12 noon any week day.
Your Pastoral Elder is

1 March Communion - Isaiah 42:1-9 - Here is my Servant

8 March Isaiah 49:107 - Chosen and Appointed

15 March Isaiah 50:4-11 - Steadfast and Obedient

22 March Isaiah 52:13 to 53:13 - The Suffering Servant

29 March 10.30am - Acts 8:26-40 - The Good News about Jesus
6.30pm - Informal Evening Service - The God Question (iii)

5 April Matthew 27:15-26 - He died in my place
Informal communion at the close of the morning service

12 April Easter Sunday (see details on Easter Services on back cover)

19 April 75th Anniversary of Mission Aviation Fellowship

26 April 10.30am - John 20:19-31 - ‘So I send you’
6.30pm - Informal Evening Service - to be confirmed

3 May Rev Kathy Dain
Informal communion at the close of the morning service

10 May Christian Aid Sunday

11am - Pentecost Sunday - United Service at Loch Leven Community Campus
6.30pm - Informal Evening Service - ‘Living like a Narnian’

31 May

24 May Partnership with Debrecen

17 May General Assembly Sunday

SUNDAY SERVICES
March to May 2020
Sunday Morning at

10.30am
During Lent, our morning 
services focus on Isaiah’s 
prophecy about the Suffering 
Servant fulfilled in Jesus the 
Messiah, and then after Easter 
we look outwards at aspects 
of Christian Mission.

There is a Crèche, Junior 
Church, and Jampact every 
Sunday morning during term 
time. Check weekly 
Intimations for changes during 
the holidays.  

On the last Sunday evening of 
each month, there is also a 
more informal gathering for 
worship, reflection, learning, 
and fellowship - these have a 
variety of styles.

You are warmly invited to the

Celebration of Holy Communion
Kinross Parish Church

Sunday 1 March at 10.30am
Retiral collection in support of
Kinross-shire Volunteer Group & Rural Outreach Scheme
(see page 8 for further information)

Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper, is a sacrament 
in which the Church remembers the death of Christ by eating 
bread and drinking wine (elements), symbolising the body and 
blood of Christ. We celebrate Holy Communion on the first Sunday 
of March, June, September, and December. A shorter communion 
is celebrated after the service on the first Sunday of the other 
months.
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Welcome to the March 2020 Kin-nections

First and foremost, I am delighted to introduce your new 
editorial team.

Anne Sutherland is taking the reins as 
Managing Editor. Many of you will know 
Anne from her roles volunteering in the 
Church Office and with All Friends 
Together.

Graeme Shaw and his family have 
recently moved here from Linlithgow, 
and Graeme has offered to put his 
journalism degree to good use by taking 
on the Design Editor role.

Please join me in welcoming Anne and Graeme to Kin-
nections. I am very pleased to be leaving the magazine in 
excellent hands!

Thank you for all of your support over the last 7 years.

- Ann Marie Neave
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Members Leaving by Transfer

Front cover: Credit: Brenda Frier

5 November Adam Stark, High Street, Kinross

22 November James Clark, Glasgow

31 December James Hamilton, Montgomery Street, 
Kinross

6 November John Strathie, Rumbling Bridge Nursing 
Home

14 November Christina (Chrissie) Stewart, Avenue 
Road, Kinross

Mairead Robertson, Milnathort, to Anstruther

Yvonne Wardrope, Dairsie, to Orwell & Portmoak

New Members by Transfer

Gill Boardman, Acremoar Drive, from Abernethy

Graeme Shaw, Drumeuther Way, from Linlithgow

Bill Curr, Acremoar Drive, from Orwell and Portmoak



TALKING WITH GOD

REFLECTIONS
It is always fascinating to look at a piece of driftwood on 
the loch or seashore. Washed up after a journey in the 
depths – drifting aimlessly with the currents, tossed about,  
rolled over and over and battered about. All the fragile 
extremities have been stripped away and a smoother 
surface has been created. Its outward appearance is  
different, as is its purpose. 
We are like driftwood. Sometimes we may drift through life 
on calm seas. At other times we are battered and bruised 
by life’s experiences and left bumping along feeling raw and 
exposed. In any case, we are certainly changed. 
We can try to battle the currents on our own or we can 
surrender to God, trusting that He will strengthen and 
support us, no matter what we are going through. He knows 
each one of us and will not let us be tested beyond our 
endurance.   
God has a purpose for each of our lives, a plan that has 
existed since before time began.  He is moulding and 
shaping us through all of life’s experiences, and His plans 
for us are good.
We are God’s driftwood, being moved by living waters in 
the direction He chose before time began.

Lord as we dance through life, we look to You,
Our Lord and Saviour, our Daddy and our Friend.
We thank You that You provide for all our needs,

So that together,
We can bring love, mercy and joy to Your world.

 
Lord in this season of spring, we see You.

We see You in the colours of the spring flowers,
In the new green shoots of leaves,
In the birds building their nests,

And in the beauty of the hills that surround us.
 

This Lord is also the season of Lent,
A time of fasting and preparation.

Preparation for Easter -
When we remember Your perfect life,

Your cruel and painful death on the cross,
That You rose again, taking our sins with You,

That we may know You intimately,
And receive Your Holy Spirit

 
Lord we pray for those who are finding life hard

And need Your special touch,
Whatever the reason.

Provide for their needs,
And surround them with Your peace and love.

In Jesus’ name, Amen
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FROM THE MANSE…
Dear Friends,

Most of us are probably 
better at looking back at 
what has happened in the 
past than at looking into an 
unknown and uncertain 
future.  We are also more 
inclined to look inwardly than 

we are to broaden our horizons. That certainly tends to 
be true in the life of the church.

In Kinross Parish Church during 2019 we did a fair 
amount of internal work – the elders focused on a 
review of the pastoral care structures of our 
congregation and we also had to address our financial 
position which threatened to become unsustainable. 
That was important work and it will have far-reaching 
implications, but it is my prayer that during the coming 
year we may build on what we do with and for one 
another and begin to be significantly more proactive in 
looking and reaching beyond ourselves.  

We have been offered two opportunities by the wider 
Church to look beyond ourselves as a congregation this 
year.  Bible 2020 is an initiative of the Scottish Bible 
Society that is being taken up all over the world – a 
short daily portion of God's Word is being read by 
thousands of people globally.  We have been reading 
those portions in church on Sundays and many of the 
congregation are using them daily at home.  The 
challenge we are given is to take God's Word 
increasingly out into the open and see what He will 
accomplish with the seed that is sown – why not 
occasionally share a Bible verse with a friend or 
neighbour or family member? Could we read the Bible 
on the streets of Kinross?  Like the rain which waters 
the earth and brings forth fruit, God says, “So is my 
word that goes out from my mouth: it will not return to 
me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  (Isaiah 55:11)

Secondly, the Presbytery of Perth is encouraging 
congregations locally to take part in 2020 Vision when 
we will take time during the early part of the year to 
build up our confidence in what we believe as 
Christians before offering opportunities in the latter 
part of the year to invite family and friends and 
neighbours to consider whether the Good News of 
Christ may have something to say to them.

So let me encourage you to take up your Bible this 
spring and get to know it a bit better;  reflect on what 
your faith means to you and on the unique story you 
have to tell as a child of God;  and then begin looking 
outward – who is there nearby that you could share 
your faith with?  Many people in our community are 
longing to find a new dimension of life – if we believe 
we know the source of life in its fulness in Christ, then 

The monthly Prayer Diary is available in print at 
Church and can also be accessed via the website or 
by e-mail.  Large print editions are also available.

Midweek Prayers: At midday on Wednesdays, in 
the middle of the working week, we gather in the 
Church to pray for individuals, the parish, and the 
wider world.

Silent Meditation:
2 March, 6 April, and 4 May
Half an hour of guided stillness in the Church on 
the first Monday of the month at 8am.

Prayer Breakfast:
14 March, 11 April, and 9 May
A breakfast of rolls and coffee at 8.30am in the 
Church Meeting Room followed by a short time of 
prayer. Names in advance to the Church Office, 
please, for catering purposes.

Compline:
19 March, 16 April, and 21 May
20 minutes of reflective readings and prayers, a 
peaceful way to end the day, on the third Thursday 
of each month at 9pm.

TIME FOR PRAYER

BREAKING NEWS… US minister Rev Kathy Dain to join us. See page 12.

After a period in abeyance, a local steering group of 
the Bible Society has been re-established.  A coffee 
morning is to be held at the North Church in Perth High 
Street on Saturday 14 March – as well as refreshments 
and the opportunity to connect with others, there will 
be Bible Society literature available and a short 
presentation about the recent celebrations in China to 
mark the printing of the 200 millionth Bible there since 
the establishment of the Amity Press in Nanjing in 
1987.  Come along if you are free that morning.

SCOTTISH BIBLE SOCIETY 
(PERTH & KINROSS)

how will others hear if we don't tell, how will others 
see if we don't show the way?

What will God accomplish among us for the sake of the 
Kingdom during 2020, I wonder?  It takes a whole 
church to fulfil the ministry of Christ.  What part does 
each one of us have to play?

May God bless you as you follow where Jesus leads,  
Alan



Norman White reflects on Frances Drysdale’s 27 years of dedicated service to the Church

In January of this year Frances 
Drysdale stepped down from the 
positions of Church Officer (or 
Beadle) and Flower Convener after 
27 years of devoted service to our 
church.  
Her immediate predecessors as 
Beadle were John Souter and Bob 
Fernie, the latter having taken over 
shortly after the Union of the East 
and West churches in the early 
1980s. In September 1992, the Kirk 
Session unanimously appointed 
Frances, a person steeped in the 
ways and traditions of this church, 
as the new Church Officer. To my 
knowledge, she became the first 
lady to assume the mantle of Beadle 
in the churches of Kinross.   
Everyone knows Frances but not all 
are aware of the range of duties she 
undertook, many outwith the remit 
of Beadle. First of all, she has been 
an ever-present on Sundays in all 
weathers despite staying ‘out of 
town’. She always made it on time 

features

THANK YOU, FRANCES!

to open up. Above all, she provided a 
warm welcome to visitors and had the 
knack of putting them at their ease. 
In the early years she personally 
cleared snow if necessary and 
sprinkled salt and grit on the paths 
and has she always kept things tidy 
around the church. For many years 
she acted as Lollipop Lady for the 
Sunday School to help the children to 
safely cross Station Road on their way 
to our Church Centre.
As Flower Convener she was involved 
in a number of flower festivals in the 
church and she was faithful in 
attending to the flower displays for 
Sunday services and with her donors 
and helpers, in distributing flowers to 
members of the congregation.
Frances has been a constant and 
committed servant to this church and 
as Church Officer will be a hard act to 
follow. We all owe her a huge debt of 
gratitude and wish her well in 
retirement.

World Day of 
Prayer 
This year it is on 
Friday 6 March 
and hosted by 
Cleish Church. 
The shorter service is at 2pm in the 
Kinross Centre, and the evening 
service is at Cleish Church at 7pm. 
The service comes from Zimbabwe 
and includes aspects of their 
culture. It is entitled 'Rise, take 
your mat and walk'.

Pentecost Sunday
Single united service on Sunday 31 
May at Loch Leven Campus at 11am 
with no services in any of the 
churches that morning. KCT has a 
stall at the 'Kinross is a better 
place to live' fair the on day 
before.

KINROSS-SHIRE 
CHURCHES 
TOGETHER

CRECHE Available every Sunday in the Upper Meeting Room for the under 3s. We would love to look after you!

I am very pleased to report a positive response to my November letter as 
sent to every member of the congregation. Coupled with the modest 
improvement after the presentations during last March, and the Giving for 
Growth leaflet, I am confident that enough has now been achieved to 
balance the books, indeed to forecast a modest surplus for 2020.
To all of you who give regularly, or who have been able to commence or 
increase your level of giving, please accept my sincere thanks on behalf of 
the Kirk Session. Together we can make a difference! Money is a difficult 
subject to raise, nowhere more than in church, but it was important to 
share our concern with all of you. However, it remains the case that a 
significant number of members are not contributing financially, or in the 
life of our vibrant church. This is an awkward fact to commit to paper, but I 
do feel it important that the congregation is aware of it.
But let me close by thanking all of you once again. Kinross Parish Church is a 
busy, cheerful Christian community – long may it continue!
With my best wishes for 2020.

- Alan McGhie, Treasurer

Prayer: Pray for increased 
engagement within our Church 
family and with our sister churches 
in Kinross-shire.

Frances Drysdale

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
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The previous Kin-nections drew attention to the 
Radical Action Plan of the Church of Scotland, 
described as ‘the future of the Church for years to 
come’. Even since then, major changes to the church’s 
central structure have been approved and came in to 
effect on 1 January. The previous four Councils of the 
church and a number of other forums will now come 
under just two new agencies, each governed by only 
15 members. The new agencies have the working titles 
of the Faith Nurture Forum (combining the previous 
work of Ministries and Mission & Discipleship) and the 
Faith Impact Forum (combining Church & Society and 
World Mission).
The early months of 2020 will see the new agencies 
assessing which work should continue, which should be 
devolved to the new larger presbyteries and which 
should be discontinued, all in the context of reducing 
central costs by 20–30%.
Convener of the Assembly Trustees, the Very Rev Dr 
John Chalmers, said “the overall priority is that the 

centre must serve the local... Ours is a culture that 
needs to change... Each of us, in fact, has to be the 
change we want to see in our Church”. The next steps 
for the Trustees include the establishment of a
£25 million growth fund, discussions about making 
CrossReach (the Church’s social care provider) more 
viable, and deciding the future of the Church of Scotland 
office at 121 George Street, Edinburgh.
Another recent change is the appointment from 
November 2019 of the church’s first Chief Officer, David 
Kendall. He is an elder at West Kirk, East Kilbride, with 
extensive management experience.
Based on a special 4-page supplement to Life and Work. 
Download the supplement at www.lifeandwork.org/
resources/church-reform-special-supplement or pick up a copy 
from the welcome table in the church. 

LET THE CHURCH KEEP YOU IN TOUCH Intimations (Notices) and Orders of Service can be emailed to you 
weekly. To sign up, contact office@kinrossparishchurch.org 

features

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND MOVES FORWARD

CHURCH ART AND ARCHITECTURE (CARTA)

Prayer: Pray for our national church - as we 
undertake the process of change, guided by Your 
spirit, help us trust in You.

One of our elders, Gordon 
McFarlane, has come to the end of 
his stint on the Church of Scotland's 
Committee on Church Art and 
Architecture (CARTA) so we asked 
him for his thoughts. CARTA advises 
congregations and the General 
Trustees on altering churches, 
seeking 'the conservation of the 
nation's heritage... in its church 
buildings whilst at the same time 
helping to ensure that these buildings 

continue to serve the worship and witness of the church'. 
Gordon's background was as a Town Planner with an 
interest in historic buildings. When he retired, Sheila 
Green, another of our elders, suggested he should 
volunteer for CARTA. Gordon says: "Membership has been 
great fun and helped me personally to bridge the gap 
between work and retirement. I've been able to visit 
many remarkable buildings. We may not have the large 
number of medieval parish churches of some countries 
but, as Princess Anne has said as patron of the Scottish 
Churches Trust, the variety is amazing. In addition to 
getting the chance to visit so many architectural gems, 
I've also been humbled by the determination of 
congregations throughout the land to upgrade their 
buildings so that they can continue as a focus for worship 
and mission to serve their surrounding communities". 
Gordon has some general comments: "I'd encourage any 
member to think about taking on a wider role beyond the 
congregation, such as at Presbytery, General Assembly or 
one of the Church's central committees. It links you to 

the wider work of the Church and ties in with our vows 
as members to 'share in the service of the Church’ and 
as elders 'to take our due part in the administration of 
its affairs'. Also, the national committees are strict 
about limiting your tenure so it's not for life!".
And lastly, how does he think Kinross Parish Church 
compares? "I wasn't involved with our own 
modernisation so am allowed to say it's a good, early 
example of what is now happening all over. Most 
impressive is the determination of the original 
modernisation team, and those who have looked after 
the church since, to keep it free from clutter in its 
design and management. In all my CARTA visits I 
never came across a church as tidy as ours".

Gordon McFarlane

St Michael’s, Linlithgow, where small changes are 
allowing varied worship styles in an outstanding 
medieval church



FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 2020: A Bag of 
Kilombero Rice Can Change a Life

The 90kg Rice Challenge by JTS, a Scottish-based fair 
trade food importer, is an exciting way that we can all 
make a difference to the lives of farmers in Malawi 
while enjoying delicious rice. If you would like to make 
even more of a difference, you could buy two 1kg bags 
and donate one to a foodbank! We sell it on our 
Traidcraft stall as well as lots of delicious sauces and 
chutneys.
90kgs is the amount of Kilombero rice that gives hope 
to the rice farmers of Northern Malawi and provides 
them with enough income to create sustainable 
livelihoods and allows them to reinvest in their farms, 
feed and clothe their families and send a child to 
secondary school for a year. It gives them a route to 
work their way out of poverty with dignity.

fairtrade fortnight: 24 february - 8 march 2020
coffee morning - kinross church centre

saturday 7 march
10am - 12 noon

“she deserves a living income”
tea and coffee and lots of fairtrade goodies to sample!

Congratulations to Karena Jarvie of our congregation 
who was presented with the Volunteer of the Year 

Award at the Scottish Fair Trade awards. Karena is not 
only a leading light in our own nationally-successful 

Traidcraft team, which works with other churches and 
outlets in Kinross-shire, but also in the Kinross-shire 

Fair Trade group and the Perth and Kinross Fair Trade 
group.
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Kin-nections visited the KYTHE hub beside the Health 
Centre on the Muirs to catch up with Senior Youth 
Worker, Barry Dougall, to learn about the breadth of 
initiatives this small organisation is undertaking to 
reach out to our young folk in Kinross-shire.
The hub itself is in a state of flux, with lots of 
renovations going on to change it from its previous 
existence as a shop to a welcoming meeting place for 
young people.
Barry is supported by part-time Youth Worker Gillian 
Shackleton together with volunteers and a strong 
management team. Kinross Parish Church, along with 
some of the other local churches, financially supports 
KYTHE, recognising its value in our community.
To give a flavour of the groups on offer, SupaClubs run 
at Kinross and Milnathort Primary Schools, TalkBack is 
held at our Church Centre, a Fitness Club takes place 
at the High School, and Chilln’Chat meets at the hub. 
Lots of other fun activities take place too – drop-ins 
and Altitude youth clubs in the hub and Crook of Devon 

Village Hall, band camp and 
holiday club.
These clubs are 
complemented by one-to-one 
pupil support. We are all too 
aware of the pressures young 
people have in their lives and 
of the importance of good 

mental health. A young person’s 
emotional or spiritual journey 
rarely follows a straight trajectory 
with an end point clearly and 
neatly following on from a start 
point, and this is the skill of a professional Youth 
Worker to actively listen and respond to the individual’s 
needs at a time and in a way that meets their needs. 
Equally, it is recognising when a person may need 
greater support so signposting to professional help.
Barry works closely with stakeholders: “We need to be 
able to measure what we do, but the number of 
contacts (which has grown 2.5 fold in the past year) 
does not demonstrate the qualitative aspects of our 
work, so KYTHE is using a database to capture these key 
elements of our interactions.”
The scope of potential outreach is boundless, but all 
initiatives thrive on the energy and commitment of 
volunteers. Barry urges members of Kinross Parish 
Church to consider if they could support KYTHE by 
volunteering their time and skills – “This is a great way 
to serve your community by seeing young people 
flourish. And I particularly ask men to consider if they 
could get involved.
“Importantly, and underlining everything, is that we are 
trying to show the love of Christ in all that we do. Your 
prayer support is always welcomed.” 

KYTHE - DYNAMIC CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH WORK IN KINROSS-SHIRE

Kinross-shire Volunteer Group & 
Rural Outreach Scheme (KVG&ROS, 
Scottish Charity No SC015642) has 
its origin in the Christian 
community of Kinross-shire. In 1981 
members of Kinross Parish Church 
Women's Guild assisted the local 
social work department by visiting 
housebound people in the 
community. A group was set up 
called Kinross-shire Volunteer 
Group and their remit was extended 
to include accompanied trips.  At 
about that time another group was 
being set up called the Rural 
Outreach Scheme and the two 
combined to form the KVG&ROS.
The group offers a voluntary private 
car service to Kinross-shire and 
Glenfarg residents of any age who 
require transport. A door-to-door 
service is provided, with drivers 

remaining in attendance to give 
assistance where required. Requests 
are attended to by the co-ordinator, 
received from the client, health 
centre or relative.
There are approximately 270 service 
users and 34 volunteer drivers. 
KVG&ROS has now provided this 
service in Kinross-shire for 38 years 
and to mark 35 years was awarded 
the Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations’ Volunteer Friendly 
award. 
There are ongoing costs associated 
with the provision of the service, 
particularly fuel costs. Partly funded 
by grant, KVG&ROS is reliant on its 
own fundraising activities, together 
with donations from local groups, 
organisations and individuals to 
maintain the level of service 
provided.

Kinross Parish 
Church 
members 
have played 
a large part 
in the group’s success story; 
numerous past and present 
committee members and volunteer 
drivers have been or are members 
of the church.  
In view of this long-term 

Kinross-shire Volunteer Group & Rural Outreach Scheme:
OUR RETIRING OFFERING

Barry Dougall

relationship and the support 
provided to the local community, 
KVG&ROS is to be the recipient of 
the March 2020 Communion 
Retiring offering and is 
commended to you by Session.
www.kvgandros.org.uk; 
KVG&ROS: 01577 840196; 
administrator@kvgandros.org.uk 

- Brian Timms, Finance Convenor



Church Youth Groups
Lots of young people from our church and 
beyond had a wonderful weekend at 
Gowanbank Scripture Union Centre in 
Ayrshire at the end of the year. One 
youngster said that an hour and half of 
Crossfire a week is fun but being away for 
48 hours with Crossfire, Jampact and 
friends from Kinross was "extra special, 
quite awesome and a real adventure". 

Our youth groups combine activities and 
thoughtful reflection, as the young people 
in our congregation and town explore God's 
love for us all. 

Crossfire is for youngsters S1 and above and 
meets during term time on a Sunday 
evening in our Church Centre 7.30-9pm. 
From after the Easter holidays we would 
like to also welcome P7 pupils to join us.

Jampact is for anyone aged S1 and above 
and meets in our Church Centre from 
10.15am every Sunday morning and finishes 
after joining in with the church service in 
the kirk. Helpers for Jampact are always 
welcomed and very much appreciated. 

If you would like to know more about 
Crossfire or Jampact please contact Jenny 
Masson at jennymasson65@gmail.com.

     Family Week - Wonder Zone
Monday 3 to Friday 7 August. This may seem a long time ahead, but just 
so you can save the date! Planning is in the early stages, but there will be 
fun for all!  We are using the Scripture Union material – Wonder Zone.  
Each day focuses on a story, psalm or text from the Old as well as the 
New Testament, linking these to various aspects of science.  There will 
be all the usual games, singing, drama and much more!  Ruth Robertson is 
taking a well-earned break as co-ordinator.  This year it will be Moira 
Hookham.  All enquiries and comments to help planning will be very 
welcome to her and the team at moirahookham@hotmail.co.uk.
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All Friends Together
The first gathering of the 
year started with the story of 
David and Goliath. As with all 
the gatherings, as well as 
Bible teaching, there was 
singing, games and a craft 
and lots of fun and food. 
In May, instead of the usual gathering, some of the team and 
members will be taking part in the Annual Celebration of 
Prospects across Scotland at Tulliallan Police College. They 
will be joining up with groups from all over Scotland. 
Prospects groups are all attached to churches and welcome 
adults with learning disabilities, whether or not they are 

church members.
If you know someone who you think may be 
interested in joining our group please contact 
Helena Cant on 01577 861760.
You can see our All Friends Together 
scrapbook on the Welcome Table!

Junior Church
Junior Church, for children aged 3 to P7, is a great 
way for our young children to hear the Good News of 
Jesus Christ through stories, singing, games, activities 
and crafts. It meets at our Church Centre from 
10.15am on Sunday mornings, and parents are 
welcome to stay if they wish. Junior Church then 
joins Sunday worship in the church at the end of the 
service and we like to share with the congregation 
what we have been learning about. Junior Church is 
fun! Please join us!

PRAM SERVICE Tuesdays at 10am term time in the Church for the under 5s and their carers.

Christmas Day Meal at Our Church Centre
Many thanks to Hunters of Kinross and Kinross Parish Church for supporting our lunch on Christmas Day in the 
Church Centre for people who would otherwise have been on their own. We had 23 people of all ages and 
backgrounds for lunch and we sent one meal to Ninewells for someone who couldn’t make it. Also many thanks 
to all the entertainers, drivers and others who helped on the day. You all made 24 people very happy!

- Sylvia Scott and Richard Scott

Christmas Day Team
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Congregational Photo - Easter 
Sunday Worship

We would like to take some photos at 
the morning service on Easter Sunday, 
12 April. It is good that we have some 
pictures of our church family. At the 
end of the service, some extra verses 
will be sung, during which the photos 
will be taken; don’t worry if you are 
unable to stay.

Companions on the Road
It has been encouraging to welcome new members to the Guild this season.
Here is the programme for March meetings on alternate Tuesdays at 7.15pm at our Church Centre 
on the High Street.

• 3 March: Guild Project: Free to Live Trust, Dr Pam Cairns (special collection for this 
project) 

• 17 March: Backhouse Rossie Estate, Andrew Thomson
• 31 March: AGM and fish supper!

Friday 6 March is the World Day of Prayer: 2pm Kinross Centre, 7pm Cleish Church (see Kinross-
shire Church Together on page 6).

100 Years of Kinross BB
2020 is a special celebration, with the Kinross BB Company celebrating 100 years of service within the local 
community. The Company was founded in 1892 but closed doors in 1912. Local teacher Roddy Beaton re-
started the Company in 1940 with the help of Shettleston boys who had been evacuated to Kinross for the 
war years.
New badges have been introduced to coincide with new programme materials, which makes it even more 
exciting for the membership. January saw the Battalion mini-volleyball tournament taking place as well as 
preparations for forthcoming competitions in drill, scripture search, chess and five-a-side football. Juniors 
are preparing for their festival of activities: figure marching and singing as well as potted sports.  Company 
section members are taking part in the annual international team games competition which features 

physical, logic puzzles, general knowledge, Bible knowledge 
and world issues.
Our annual fundraising coffee morning takes place on Saturday 
29 February at the Church Centre, 10am till 12 noon. People 
will have the opportunity of making suggestions as to how the 
Company should celebrate 100 years of the BB in Kinross-shire.
The annual display and presentation of awards takes place in 
the Church Centre at 7pm on Friday 15 May.
The annual summer camp will be in Orkney this summer over 
the second week of July with the hope of seeing the Northern 
Lights.

 Let’s Sing 
Our informal, dementia-friendly singing group has been meeting 
monthly since June 2019. We are delighted to welcome anyone who 
enjoys singing but particularly those living with dementia and their 
carers. We begin with a cup of tea and a chance to chat and then 
have a really good sing. 
At all our meetings the emphasis is on fellowship and fun. During the 
past months we have explored themes such as sunshine; autumn; 
songs from musicals; songs from the ‘40s; love and romance; Robert 
Burns and many more besides. Our repertoire is drawn from a wide 
range of genres including folk and traditional, rock and pop, swing, 
and musical theatre. At our December meeting we raised the 
roof with carols and Christmas songs, and even welcomed a 
special visitor!
Let’s Sing! meets on the second Sunday of every month from 
2.30–4pm and the upcoming dates are: 

• 8 March
• 12 April
• 10 May

Worship Time

SAVE THE DATE
Coffee Morning and Plant & Craft Sale

Saturday 30 May

Kinross Church Centre



FOOD TIDINGS The gift of a home-cooked, hot meal delivered to your door when you need a bit of support. 
Contact kinrossfoodtidings@hotmail.com or call the Church Office on 01577 862570

Bike the Bounds, Saturday 
25 April
On Saturday 20 June it is 
intended to repeat last year’s 
Walk This Way, exploring and 
praying for all the streets 
within Kinross through walking 
routes and events scattered 
across the town.
However, as you can see from 
the map from around 1900, 

Kinross town is only a small part of the 
parish of Kinross. On Saturday 25 April 
there is the chance to explore the landward 
part of the parish through a leisurely cycle, 
Bike the Bounds. Thankfully, we have one 
of the flatter of Scotland’s parishes. We’ll 
leave the church at 2pm and stop after 8 
miles for coffee and cakes - a requirement 
on any cycle ride. After that you can nip 
back to Kinross, a total of 10 miles, or 
continue for the full route of 16 miles. We 
should all be back by 5pm. We will be using 
National Cycle Routes, cycle paths or minor 
roads. 
Details for both events closer to the dates in 
our Intimations and on our website.

We Look Forward To Welcoming Rev Kathleen (Kathy) Dain
Kathy will be joining Kinross Parish this spring as part of her admission 
process into the Church of Scotland. Alan Reid will be her supervisor during 
her 12-month placement. Kathy came to ministry through her short-term 
mission work to Honduras. She has served in a number of Presbyterian 
congregations in the US, and most recently as the executive director of a 
Hispanic mission in south-west Florida. Kathy says of this opportunity, “I 
can’t wait to meet everyone in Kinross! My sense of call to return to 
pastoral ministry has been affirmed, and in the country of my ancestors no 
less.”  Kathy and her mini schnauzer, Riley, hope to begin their placement 
in early March.

Situations Vacant: Winter Volunteers
Most winters, we have snow and ice in Kinross. With this in mind, 
we are looking for volunteers to join a rota helping to clear the 
snow and ice around the church pathways and car park on 
Sunday mornings. To assist volunteers in this process, the church 
is now the proud owner of a hand operated gritter, as well as our 
usual shovels!
Whilst the aim is to have this rota in place for winter 2020-21, 
there are still a few weeks left in our current winter season, so 
names of anyone wishing to help us out would be appreciated as 
soon as possible.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me 
through the Church Office.

- Stuart Neave, Property Convenor
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Perth Presbytery Vision 2020
Presbytery agreed to support the Vision 2020 initiative in 
practical ways during the coming year; encouraged 
ministers to commit to undertake a preaching series 
during the early part of 2020 on the practicalities of 
sharing faith; encouraged Kirk Sessions to commit to 
organising training events for members and elders on the 
subject of sharing faith; and encouraged congregations/
network groupings/the ministry & mission committee to 
arrange events during autumn 2020 to invite friends/
neighbours/family members to explore the Christian faith.
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The Kirk Session is making changes 
to how elders, members of the 
visitors group and magazine 
distributors connect with members. 
Following the survey of all members 
finalised last year we now know 
what visiting arrangements suit 
individuals. The elders in the 
Church of Scotland are an important 
link between members and their 
Church, and so we want pastoral 
visits to be as meaningful as 
possible for both the member and 
visitor. However, at present not all 
areas are covered by an active 
elder.
We have therefore decided to 
create new, larger areas covered by 
pastoral teams comprising at least 
two elders, and in some cases, 
magazine distributors. Where a 
member of the visitors group 
already calls regularly on a 

member, they have been associated 
with that pastoral team. The aim is 
that teams will support each other in 
their pastoral visits, provide more 
flexible timing of visits to members, 
and perhaps be able to organise 
small-scale gatherings of members in 
a local area. 
The magazine will continue to be 
delivered four times per year in 
advance of our quarterly communions, 
for those who have requested that in 
the congregational survey, but elders 
have been freed from the strict 
timetable of having to visit members 
at that time. Instead they can arrange 
visits at times to suit you and them. 
The effect of these new arrangements 
is that this magazine may not have 
been delivered by the same elder as 
previously, or that an elder may not 
have visited yet, the magazine having 
been delivered by one of a group of 

Christian Aid Week 2020: 10-16 May
In 2019, Christian Aid Week engaged 57,000 volunteers across the UK to stand together to raise 
an incredible £8m to improve healthcare for women in Sierra Leone. This year’s campaign 
focuses on the impact of climate change on Kenya. Jesus challenges us to love our neighbour, 
and not just those on our doorstep.  We can in some small way meet this challenge by doing 

something practical for the folk in Kenya right here in Kinross. If you can, please resolve to help with door to door 
collections or in some other way such as hosting a Big Brekkie. Please put the dates in your diary now. Then please 
phone/send an email to me or the Church Office to let us know how you can help. Many thanks – in His Name

Alisdair Stewart (07825 698613, alisdairstewart@yahoo.com) 

Stated Annual Meeting
Our Stated Annual Meeting 
takes place during worship 
on Sunday 22 March. The 
Minister reflects on our 
church’s year and it is a 
chance to view the church 
family annual photo album.
The SAM is a formal necessity 
for us, both as a 
congregation of the Church 
of Scotland and as a charity. 
It is a chance for you to ask 
questions, either at the 
meeting or in advance. If you 
would like a copy of the full 
Trustees Annual Report and 
Accounts, please contact the 
Church Office. It is much 
more than a financial 
document, giving an 
overview of our aims and 
work.

Would You Like to Play a Part in the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 2020?
Then you could help in the organisation of the Assembly as a 
volunteer steward. During the Assembly there are almost 300 
volunteer stewards carrying out a varied range of duties 
including providing security, catering, transport, guarding 
the Lord High Commissioner, being cloakroom attendants, 
and generally acting as sources of information, direction 
indicators and all-round problem-solvers.
Stewards are needed from as early as 8am to as late as 

10pm. Each steward can say which 2-hour slots they can attend and is then 
allocated particular duties with the times to be in position.
I have just retired after stewarding for many years and thoroughly enjoyed 
doing it. You see what is going on, see the Moderator and the Lord High 
Commissioner close up, and really feel a part of the event.  You also make 
friends with other stewards and it is a joy to meet them year after year. 
Latterly I did the lunchtime slot which made travel in from Kinross easier. 
You do not receive travel expenses but do get snack vouchers.
This year the Assembly runs from Saturday 16 May to Friday 22 May. The 
organisers are always looking for more stewards, even if you can only 
manage one or two stints during the week. Do speak to me if you would like 
more information, or apply direct to the Chief Steward, Department of the 
General Assembly at 121 George Street, 
assemblystewards@churchofscotland.org.uk. - Robin Webster

members who have been helping 
distribute magazines for some time. 
We will be helping elders adjust to 
this change by reviewing the new 
area team arrangements over the 
next year. In conclusion, some 
elders have requested that we do 
not change the members whom they 
visit, and we have tried to honour 
this where possible. If you do have a 
new elder, please welcome them 
when they visit and don’t be afraid 
to discuss any matters of concern to 
you.  
If you think you could help in the 
important pastoral work of our 
congregation by becoming a 
visitor, or by distributing 
magazines, please contact the 
Minister or me.

- Robert Mitchell,
Pastoral Group Convenor 

NEW ARRANGEMENTS FOR ELDERS’ VISITS AND MAGAZINE DELIVERY



BIBLE 2020

NOTELETS FOR SALE 6 beautiful designs of the local area and a reflective Bible verse. £1 each. Contact 
the Church Office on 01577 862570.

MINISTRY TRAINING
Here’s a quick update about Andrea Fraser and 
Anne Redpath, members of our congregation.
Andrea is on placement at Dunfermline Abbey 
where she and her family experienced a busy 
Christmas but felt connected to Kinross as the 
travelling nativity set made a visit to the abbey. 
Andrea has a trip to Rome with New College, 
finishing at the abbey after Easter. She then has a 
summer placement.
Anne had been training as an OLM while 
continuing to teach but had a very clear call to 
change track. God made a way where there was 
no way and she has now transferred to training to 
Full-Time Minister of Word and Sacrament, like 
Andrea. Anne’s current placement is at Letham St 
Mark’s in Perth, with a summer placement to 
follow.
We pray that they both feel supported in their 
studies, placements, and family life.

Bible 2020 is a global movement which aims to change 
lives through a world-wide community speaking the 
words of the Bible together.  We, in Kinross Parish 
Church, have been encouraged to become involved. The 
Bible 2020 Daily Verses app is a great way to feel a part 
of this international community.
The app is well-designed and user-friendly with a clean, 
uncluttered interface. The front page opens with the 
verse of the day and a link to the full Bible chapter for 
further reading.  You can access the app as a visitor or 
you can click on the link which enables you to create an 
online profile. Doing this gives you more choices such as 
which Bible translation you prefer; and the ability to 
set up notifications such as reminders to read the daily 
passage. 
The front page of the app has a link to the video wall, 
where you can watch people around the world reading 
the verse of the day.  This is an amazing experience, 
hearing so many different voices and accents 
simultaneously reading God’s word!  If you then click on 
any individual’s picture you can hear just that person 
reading the verse as part of their daily life – in the car, 
on a walk, at work, in the house or wherever. 
The app enables you to choose from a wide range of 
bible versions, record yourself reading the daily verse, 
read more of the Bible chapter, and share your 
recording to other app users and a range of social 
media. The main website: www.bible2020.org which 

contains a range of supporting 
resources, and you can follow the 
Bible 2020 campaign on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram (search for 
bible2020).

ECO CONGREGATION
Christians and the Environment: Kinross Parish Church 
Joins Eco Congregation Scotland.
Christian concern for the 
environment has become 
increasingly important in recent 
years. In part this is a response 
to the realisation of the 
detrimental impact that human activity is having on the 
environment, in part, because of the growing interest in 
green or eco-theology.
Both the Bible and Christian tradition have some vital 
and profound insights into care of what the world terms 
the ‘environment’ but which the Church understands as 
God’s creation. Approaching environmental issues 
through Christian ‘lenses’ offers valuable ethical and 
spiritual dimensions that may contribute to 
environmental work both within and outside the Church. 
It is also an approach filled with hope. So often, 
environmental issues are dealt with against a background 
of fear and threat. We should stop doing activity ‘x’ 
because otherwise environmental problem ‘y’ will 
happen. Without minimising the gravity, scale or urgency 
of environmental issues, the starting point for caring for 
the Earth for Christians is as a proper response to a 
loving, creating God. Caring for creation is a key 
Christian task.
Exploring ‘green Christianity’ can be a positive, 
enjoyable and fulfilling part of Christian discipleship. As 
with all theology, Christian care for the environment 
needs to be rooted in a consideration of the Biblical 
heritage.
In 2020, we will be implementing a number of Eco ideas.

- Jim Smith, Halls Management Committee Convenor

Andrea Fraser

Anne Redpath
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DIARY OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Date Event More Information

30 May Coffee Morning and Plant & Craft Sale, Church Centre page 11

20 June Walk this Way page 12

10-16 May Christian Aid Week 2020 page 13

15 May, 7pm BB Annual Presentation & Awards, Church Centre page 11

25 April, 2pm Bike the Bounds, starting from the Church page 12

12 April, 10.30am Congregational Photo at close of morning service, Church page 11

14 March Scottish Bible Society Coffee Morning, North Church, 
Perth

page 5

7 March, 10am-12 noon Fairtrade Coffee Morning, Church Centre page 8

29 February, 10am-12 
noon

BB Coffee Morning, Church Centre page 11

6 March World Day of Prayer. Services at 2pm and 7pm. page 6

22 March, 10.30am Stated Annual Meeting at the morning service, Church page 13

Precious	Lamb	of	God,	may	I	walk	a	while	with	You?
Tell	me	of	the	Easter	story,	tell	me	all	that	makes	it	true
Let	me	understand	its	magnitude,	oh	Lord,	I	cannot	see,
Why	a	Loving	Father,	would	let	You	die	so	painfully?

Bruised	and	battered,	lashed	and	torn,	heart	of	pain	and	loss,
Crippled	by	the	weary	weight	of	that	old	and	rugged	cross.
Crown	of	thorns	on	bloody	brow,	Heart	gripped	in	sorrow	still
I	turn	to	God	in	disbelief,	how	could	this	be	Your	Will?
God	of	Wonder	and	Majesty,	was	there	no	better	plan?

Than	to	torture	Your	beloved	Son,	to	save	the	souls	of	man?
Please	help	me	understand,	oh	God,	clear	my	distorted	view
Why	had	He	to	die	that	way	to	save	both	me	and	You?
My	gentle	Jesus	showed	me	my	life	upon	that	cross

I	saw	family	and	friends	and	foes,	joy	and	peace	and	loss.
My Child, I heard your heartfelt cries, and answer with My Love

I’m longing for your heart to choose to lay down your cross for Me
Your cross of bitterness, fear and shame... of loneliness and hate.

These are the sins to cast out and lay down, you are not meant to bear the weight
I overcame the darkness, the battle’s already done

I don’t ask that you pick up your cross to bear, I ask that you lay it down.
I already carried all your pain and sin that fateful day
Not to show all there is to fear, but of all I took away
All your sin and sickness, all your doubt and shame

All the enemy can do is shout, but I call you by your name.
My precious child, I am right here, the answer to your Why!

Casting light on shadows, exposing every lie.
Why	did	He	have	to	die,	oh	God?	–	To	be	redeemed	now	it	is	true
An	expression	of	a	love	Divine,	I	am	saved	because	of	You.	

“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 
 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”John, 11:25, NIV

Holy Week activities and Easter services are listed on the back cover. Guild meetings are listed on page 11.

Because of You By Diane Taylor



Easter Services

Sunday 5 April
10.30am – Palm Sunday Service in Kinross Parish Church

Thursday 9 April
7.30pm – Maundy Thursday Communion at Portmoak Church

Friday 10 April
10.30am-12.30pm – Family Week at Easter – fun, fellowship, food

12-3pm – Visuals and Music of the Cross (drop-in) at St Paul's Church
7.30pm – Good Friday Service at Kinross Parish Church

Sunday 12 April –  Easter Sunday
7.30am – United Service at the Lochside

10.30am – Easter Morning Worship in Kinross Parish Church
Matthew 28:1-10 - He has been raised from death

6.30pm – United Easter Songs of Praise at Fossoway Church

LENT AND EASTER ACTIVITIES
Special Events for Children and 

Their Families
The Outreach Group is planning two 
events for families in our community. The 
first takes place in the Church on Sunday 
1 March at 4.30pm and is an informal 
Cafe Church on the theme of Sticks and 
Stones, which will feature contemporary 
worship, drama, and refreshments.  
The second event, our regular Good 
Friday Experience, takes place in the 
Church on Friday 10 April from 10.30am 
till 12.30pm.  
Everyone is very welcome to both these 
events.

Kinross-shire Churches Together Holy Week 
5-12 April

Palm Sunday 2.30pm Walk of Witness from St Paul's to Kinross Parish Church
Monday 7pm Stations of the Cross, St James' Church 
Thursday 7.30pm Holy Communion, Portmoak Church 
Good Friday 10.30am-12.30pm Activities for families, Kinross Parish Church.

Full programme of activities at St Paul's – see their noticeboard for 
details
7.30pm Service at Kinross Parish Church

Easter Sunday 7.30am Service at the far end of the Kirkgait Park* 
6.30pm Easter Songs of Praise Fossoway Church
*Breakfast afterwards at the Kirklands Hotel £6; this should be 
 booked by Sunday 29 March

Kinross-shire Churches Together Lent Studies
There are two opportunities for joining an inter-church Lent 
Studies group this year: 

• St Paul's meeting room Thursday 10am for 
10.30am, starting 27 February (tbc). This year's 
York course is the focus of study. 

• St James' meeting room Monday 7.30pm, starting 
2 March. The study is likely to be a DVD 
presentation on the Book of Revelation. 

It would be helpful for the groups to know of interest in 
advance, so if you don't have a contact, you could contact Alex 
Cant (01577 862923).


